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��������!��������"�Three services to individuals in three groups.  The 
staff of the Louisiana Parent Training & Information Center 
(LaPTIC) is available to provide information, training, and 
support regarding the early intervention services, educa-
tional, and transition into adulthood needs of children with 
disabilities, age’s birth – twenty-six. Knowledge is power. 
We strive to make information available to you about the 
many state and federal laws and regulations that guide 
the way early intervention, educational, and transitions 
into adulthood services are provided. We target three 
groups: parents and family members  of children with 
disabilities; children and young adults with disabilities;  
and professionals . 
 
Our job is to educate individuals in these three groups, 
parents/family members, youth with disabilities, and pro-
fessionals, so that they can better understand their impor-
tant roles. Each has the powerful opportunity and respon-
sibility to assertively participate in making decisions about 
the early intervention services or educational needs of one 
individual child with a disability. Individual members of 
each group are also responsible for speaking out while 
policies are being developed about how effective the re-
sulting early intervention and educational services will be 
when put into practice for a group of children with disabili-
ties. Our job at the Louisiana PTI Center is to help indi-
viduals in each of the groups understand their roles, 
rights, and responsibilities so that they recognize the im-
portance and want to become well prepared to meet their 
obligations. Children with disabilities have rights under a 
variety of laws, regulations, and policies. It is when each 
of us takes responsibility for our role in decision making 
processes that those rights are honored. 
 
How does the LaPTIC help you better understand your  
role, rights, and responsibilities?  We provide classes, 
both in person and over the internet. (Please know that if 
you do not see a class that meets your needs you are en-
couraged to contact us and request a particular topic, 
date, or time that better meets your needs. Invite us to 
provide one of our many power point presentations to you, 
your group, or organization.) We can set up a private 
class for an individual either in person or by webinar. 

(Continued on page 4) 

LaPTIC Educational Advocates  
Are Here to Help!  

Here’s What You Can Expect  
By Cindy Arceneaux, LaPTIC Director 
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Who to Contact for Help With Educational Issues?  
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Statewide Education Advocates 

Donnica Conway-Strawder, Education Advocate 
Serving the parishes of: 
Orleans, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard Parishes  
4118 Franklin Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70122 
Phone: 504-943-0343 or 1-877-243-7352 
Fax: 504-940-3242 
E-mail: dconway@laptic.org 
 
Summer Mizell, Education Advocate 
Serving the parishes of: 
Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, 
Livingston, Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge, West 
Feliciana Parishes 
778 Chevelle Drive 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 
Phone: 225-216-7474 or 1-866-216-7474 
Fax: 225-216-7977 
E-mail: smizell@laptic.org 
 
Shanida Mathieu, Education Advocate 
Serving the parishes of: 
Assumption, Lafourche, St. James, St. John,  
Terrebonne, St. Charles, and St. Mary Parishes  
201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, Louisiana  70123 
Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 
Fax: 504-888-0246 
E-mail: smathieu@laptic.org 
 
Valerie Balser, Education Advocate 
Serving the parishes of: 
Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. 
Martin, Vermillion Parishes 
510 West University Avenue 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 
Phone: 337-984-3458 or 1-800-378-9854 
Fax: 337-984-3468 
E-mail: vbalser@laptic.org 
 
Mylinda Elliott, Senior Education Advocate 
Serving the parishes of: 
Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis, and 
Cameron Parishes 
2927 Hodges Street 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601 
Phone: 337-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558 
Fax: 337-436-2578 
E-mail: melliott@laptic.org 

Please call the Call Center for Assistance in  
the parishes of: 
Avoyelles, Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell,  
Claiborne, Concordia, Catahoula, DeSoto, East Carroll, 
Franklin, Grant, Jackson, Jefferson, LaSalle,  
Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Natchitoches, Ouachita, 
Rapides, Red River, Richland, Sabine, St. Helena, St. 
Tammany, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Union, Vernon, Wash-
ington, Webster, West Carroll, and Winn Parishes 
201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, Louisiana  70123 
Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 
Fax: 504-888-0246   
E-mail: info@laptic.org 
 
Bernadette “Bebe” Bode 
Louisiana Parent Training and Information  
Center Coordinator 
E-mail: bbode@fhfjefferson.org 
Families Helping Families of Jefferson 
201 Evans Road, 
Building 1, Suite 100  
Harahan, LA  70123 
(504) 888-9111 Phone   
(504) 888-0246 Fax 
1-800-766-7736 Toll Free 
www.laptic.org 
 
 

 
Cindy Arceneaux, Director 
Louisiana Parent  
Training and Information 
Center  
 
 

 

Cindy can be contacted at carceneaux@laptic.org  
504-888-9111, (toll free) 1-800-766-7736,  

(Fax) 504-888-0246 
 
LOUISIANA Parent Training and Information Center's 
current goals include providing information, training, 
and support to: parents of children with disabilities, 
ages birth to twenty-six; students with disabilities; and 
professionals working with people with disabilities ages 
birth to twenty-six. 
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Don’t let difficulty with child 
care, transportation, or other 
barriers stop you from getting 
the knowledge you need on 
special education and topics 
related to people with disabili-
ties.  Louisiana Parent Train-
ing and Information Center 
provides free online classes 
that you can attend and view 
on your computer right in the 
comfort of your own home.   

To view upcoming training 
opportunities please go to 
page 12 of this issue of Ex-
ceptional Times.  You can 
also register and view upcom-
ing online events at: 
www.laptic.org 
 

Click on the flashing  
upcoming online  
trainings link! 

LOUISIANA Parent Training  
and Information Center   

Online Training 

The Louisiana State Board 
of Elementary and Secon-
dary Education was estab-
lished as a constitutional 
body during the 1973 Con-
stitutional Convention. 
BESE became the admin-
istrative policy-making 
body for elementary-
secondary schools, and in 
accordance with the Con-
stitution, eight elected 
members from the eight 
BESE districts serve on the 
Board along with three 
members-at-large ap-
pointed by the Governor. 
The Board sets key educa-
tion initiatives and strives 
to provide leadership in 
setting an education 
agenda for the continuous 
improvement of public edu-
cation as measured by stu-
dent and school achieve-
ment. 
 

BESE Board Meetings  
Louisiana State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education meetings are 
usually held in the Louisi-
ana Purchase Room of the 
Claiborne Building in Capi-
tol Park, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 
 

Directions to the Claiborne 
Building, in Baton Rouge 

can be found at: 
http://www.doe.state.la.us/
lde/uploads/4069.pdf 
 

July 2008  
No Meetings  
 

August 19 - 20, 2008 
Committee Meetings 
 

August 21, 2008 - Board 
Meeting 
  
  

September 1, 2008   
LABOR DAY 
  

September 16 – 17, 2008 
Committee Meetings 
  

September 18, 2008 
Board Meeting 
  

September 29 – 30, 2008 
ROSH HASHANAH  
 

*Special Committee meetings 
may be scheduled on legisla-
tive matters or the MFP Reso-
lution.  
**Tentative Joint BESE/BOR 
Meeting dates. NOTE: The 
Constitution requires BESE 
and Board of Regents to meet 
jointly twice a year. 
 

For more information on 
Louisiana’s BESE Board 
go to http://
www.doe.state.la.us/lde/
bese/home.html 

Louisiana Board of Elementary &  
Secondary Education 

Free trainings for the 2008 - 2009  
school year. 

To register go to www.lati3.com 
Registration will begin in August 2008. 

 
Oct. 21, 2008 - Boardmaker 6.0 Make and Take  
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will teach participants the new features of 
Boardmaker 6.0.  These features include a symbolate tool, 
which allows the user to type and the appropriate symbol 
appears above each word, a movable button tool, drop 
and drag and align and center tools.  This makes creating 
activities for students a breeze.  Participants will have an 
opportunity to create communication boards, device over-
lays, schedules, worksheets and adapted books and take 
it to use with their students.  
 
Oct. 23, 2008 - Clicker  
Presenters: Edwards & Stapler 
This training will demonstrate the features of Clicker 5.  
This is a writing support and multimedia tool that enables 
students to write with whole words, phrases or pictures.  
Students will want to customize their e-books with pictures 
illustrated using Clicker Paint. 
 
Nov. 11, 2008 - PowerPoint E-books Make and Take 
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
Hands on opportunity to create an e-book that the partici-
pants can take back with them and use with their students. 
 
Nov. 13, 2008 - Making Reading Accessible to All; 
Make and Take 
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will provide participants with an overview of 
various software programs on the market that could assist 
students with reading difficulties.  Participants will leave 
with a completed activity to use in the classroom. 
 
Dec. 10, 2008 - Access to Math 
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will show participants tools that can be used 
to assist students with disabilities with mathematical con-
cepts.  These tools can be used by all ages from elemen-
tary to high school and beyond. 
 
Jan. 14, 2008 - Low Tech Tools  
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
Overview of low tech tools for reading, writing, organiza-
tion, and math.  
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Our most popular service by far is pri-
vate consultation or support by phone. 
While this is also available by e-mail, 
through our internet virtual classroom, 
or by scheduling an in person meeting, 
most people seem to enjoy the con-
venience of a phone discussion. I hope 
the following information might be 
helpful for you to consider when pre-
paring to use this valuable service pro-
vided at no cost to you. 
 
Our services are statewide.  The 
Louisiana Parent Training & Informa-
tion Center is a grant to Families Help-
ing Families of Jefferson from the US-
DOE. Don’t be confused because we 
are a grant to that one, individual 
Families Helping Families center. The 
Louisiana PTI Center is definitely 
statewide  and all of our services are 
available to you, no matter where you 
live in the state. You are welcome to 
contact our toll free call center at 1-
800-766-7736.  
 
Call us.   It is our hope that when you 
call, an educational advocate will be 
available to assist you. But, please 
consider the possibility that your call 
could come in when our educational 
advocates are consulting by phone 
with someone else, at an appointment, 
or providing training. If this is the case 
please leave a voice message or give 
the requested information to the recep-
tionist. You will be assigned to an ad-
vocate who will return your call. If you 
don’t hear back in 1 or 2 work days, 
feel free to call back to learn when you 
can expect a call. Do indicate the time 
of day, and day of the week that you 
are free to discuss these issues and 
provide a phone number for where you 
will be on that day and time. 
 
Write down your concerns before  
calling.   Have you ever left the Doc-
tor’s office only to realize you forgot to 
discuss the thing that made you sched-
ule the appointment in the first place? 
It’s always a good idea to jot down 
your key concerns before speaking to 
the advocate so that you cover all your 
issues. Try putting things in a timeline 
with brief, concise points that summa-
rize your concerns. 

Support provided, even if you are 
not yet sure that the child has a dis-
ability.  Understand that we will ask for 
basic information. The child you are 
calling about does not have to have a 
diagnosis or a known disability. We 
often help parents, family, or profes-
sionals who are trying to determine 
what the process is for discovering if a 
child might be a child with a disability 
or not.  If you are parent, in addition to 
basic contact information, we will ask 
for your child’s name, date of birth, 
parish or school district. We’ll ask if 
your child has a diagnosis or if school 
age, a school classification under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act.  We’ll try to determine if your child 
has an IFSP for EarlySteps early inter-
vention services or if school age, if the 
child has or is eligible for supports and 
services through an IEP or IAP. If you 
are trying to learn if your child might be 
eligible for supports we’ll help you 
learn how to explore that possibility. 
 
We speak parent here!   Sometimes 
parents are confused about these 
things as no one has explained them in 
a way that is meaningful to the par-
ents. Parents have no need to be em-
barrassed when working with us. We 
are experienced parents who will help 
you learn how to get information and 
access records about your child. We 
have very often had similar experi-
ences. 
 
Parents  know their children BEST 
and are their child’s BEST advocate.  
Parents, even if you are lacking infor-
mation or strategies, it is you who can 
dream big for your child and you who 
are consistently a part of your child’s 
life. Doctors, therapists, educators 
come and go but you are the consis-
tent thread in your child’s life. That is 
why we don’t take on your parental 
responsibility to be your child’s advo-
cate.  Instead, we share with you the 
facts, and effective support, advice, 
and strategies that experienced par-
ents shared with us. In this way you’ll 
become more confident and effective 
as your skills develop and your knowl-
edge base grows. You’ll never be de-
pendent on anyone else to secure your 
child’s appropriate services but instead 
will have continual access to resources 

and support as your child grows and 
your child’s needs change. Adults with 
disabilities report that recognizing that 
their parents were advocating for them 
helped them to establish a healthy self 
esteem and served as a model for how 
they should advocate for themselves 
someday. It speaks volumes to them 
that they are valued enough by their 
parents to go to that effort. 
 
Expect homework.  Because our job 
is to help you understand your role and 
appreciate the power that you have to 
secure appropriate services for a child 
with a disability, don’t be surprised if 
the Educational Advocate asks you to 
do some “homework” or gives you 
some steps to take before you can 
move on. The advocate may inform 
you of how to access the child’s school 
records, ask you to read information or 
discusses how you can document in 
writing a need of the child’s using a 
sample letter. Don’t be afraid to ask to 
review what your next steps are and 
when you should next check in with the 
advocate or can expect to hear back 
from us. 
 
In God We Trust!  ALL others must 
document.  This is a good time to start 
getting organized and keeping track of 
things in writing. Keep a notebook 
handy during your discussions with our 
Educational Advocate. Note the date 
and time, write down suggestions or 
what you each agreed to do. Should 
you hear from EarlySteps or the 
school, write down the date and time 
and what was said. In this way you’ll 
learn to document events as they un-
fold. If you should need this informa-
tion to make your case for services 
from an agency or to file a complaint, if 
needed, you’ll have all the information 
about what happened and when at 
your finger tips. 
 
Don’t wait until there is trouble to 
call us.   So often we hear from par-
ents after there is a problem with their 
early intervention services or at school. 
Remember the old saying; an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure? It 
still holds true. We can provide par-
ents, children with disabilities and pro-
fessionals with facts and strategies for 

LaPTIC Advocates (Continued from page 1) 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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avoiding difficulties that often develop 
from a lack of appropriate communica-
tion with or collaboration amongst 
IFSP, IEP, or IAP team members or a 
lack of understanding from school-
mates and others.  Why not benefit 
from the expertise and collective wis-
dom of experienced parents of children 
with disabilities who are professionals 
in Educational Advocacy? 
 
Don’t wait until the day before a 
meeting to call.   There are many 
people with disabilities, families, and 
professionals that need our support. 
We have many duties and responsibili-
ties. Don’t hope that an Educational 
Advocate will be available to give you 
information and guidance the day be-
fore or the same day as a meeting to 
determine the early intervention or 
educational services for a child with a 
disability. Parents or young adults with 
disabilities who will be equal decision 
makers in these meetings will need 
time to prepare well in advance of the 
meeting so that they can better pre-
pare for the process of the meeting 
and consider how they will negotiate 
for appropriate services.  It takes time 
to learn all the facts that might impact 

what services and supports you may 
request.  If we don’t have full informa-
tion we will not be able to give you ap-
propriate advice and support. 
 
It’s NOT set in stone.  If you do con-
tact us just before a meeting, our Edu-
cational Advocates will politely give 
you what general information they can 
and inform you that you can contact 
the EarlySteps or the school district 
and ask to reschedule the meeting or 
you can go through with the meeting 
and contact us again afterward. You 
can always schedule another meeting 
if you had concerns, once you’ve got-
ten more training and support. 
 
Don’t expect that we can attend 
every meeting with every family.  
We simply don’t have enough staff or 
funding to attend every IFSP, SBLC, 
IEP, IAP, ITP, MDR, Mediation, or Due 
Process meeting with every family. (If 
you are not familiar with these acro-
nyms please contact us for more infor-
mation.) Do expect us to advise you to 
bring other family and friends to the 
meeting and to prepare with them well 
in advance of the meeting so that they 
too understand the process and how to 
be effective in supporting your re-
quests. We do attend a limited number 

of meetings with families. While there 
are exceptions to every rule, please 
know that it is much more likely that an 
Educational Advocate from the Louisi-
ana PTI Center will attend your meet-
ing IF you have attended a Louisiana 
PTI Center training or conference, in-
cluding an individual training set up 
just for you. We would be more likely 
to attend if you have a working rela-
tionship with us and have requested 
consultation or support at least two 
weeks or 10 business days in advance 
of an IFSP or educational meeting. In 
this way we know that it is more likely 
that you will understand the process 
and your rights and responsibilities and 
we can understand the issues and ef-
fectively participate. We are most likely 
to go to a meeting with families that 
have received our training and can 
demonstrate that they’ve already tried 
to resolve their problems after getting 
recommendations from us and have 
been unsuccessful. 
 
Know that all verbal and printed in-
formation is kept confidential.  We 
will NOT share information about a 
parent or a child without the parent’s 
express consent. If it is determined 
that we need to discuss something 

LaPTIC Advocates (Continued from page 4) 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Talk and sing to your child from birth
  

¨ Play peek-a-boo and pat-a-cake.  
¨ Recite nursery rhymes or other 

verses with rhythm and repeated 
sounds.  

¨ Sing lullabies and other simple 
songs.  

¨ Talk to your child throughout the 
day. 

  

Listen to your child and respond 
¨ Be attentive to the sounds your baby 

makes.  
¨ Sometimes repeat the sounds. 
¨ Sometimes you can supply the lan-

guage for him/her. (i.e. “ga-ga-ga,” 
says baby.  

¨ Parent responds, “Oh, you are ready 
for a hug. Here is a big hug just for 
you.”  

 

Play simple touching and talking 
games together 
¨ Body parts game: “Where is your 

nose?”  
¨ Touch baby’s nose and say, “Here is 

your nose!”  
¨ Repeat several times. Do the same 

with other body parts. 
¨ Point to and name familiar objects 

and repeat word several times, so 
that the child learns to connect the 
spoken word to its meaning. “Let’s 
put on your jammies. These are your 
favorite soft jammies. Mmmmm—
these jammies feel warm.”  

 

Assist your child with building lan-
guage as she/he learns to talk  
¨ A child begins to speak by using 

single words and short sentences. 
¨ Respond to your child by using 

longer, more complex sentences. 
Child: “Cracker” Parent: “Oh, would 
you like another cracker? OK, you 
can have just one more.” 

 

Encourage your baby/toddler to talk 
¨ Ask questions that show you are 

interested in your child. “What would 
you like to do now?”  

¨ Ask questions that require your child 

to talk (not just “yes” or “no” re-
sponses). “What do you think made 
that big noise?”  

¨ Listen carefully to what your child 
says. 
 

Listen to your child’s questions and 
answer them patiently  
¨ Take time to explain things as com-

pletely as you can. 
¨ Keep answering questions that your 

child asks over and over. (Children 
learn from hearing things over and 
over).  

 

Read to your child 
¨ Read in a comfortable place with 

your child on your lap or next to you. 
¨ Read the story with expression: talk 

as the characters would talk, make 
sound effects, make expressions 
with your face and hands. 

¨ Read to your child often. Reading 
times can be brief (5-10 minutes), 
but should be done many times dur-
ing the day (lunch, naptime, bed-
time, on the bus, at the clinic, etc.) 
The more, the better! 
  

Talk with your child as you read to-
gether 
¨ Talk about what is happening in the 

story by pointing to the pictures.  
¨ When your child is ready, have her/

him tell you about the pictures.  
¨ Ask questions that require making 

predictions and thinking: “Can you 
find the blue bird in the tree?” 
“Where do you think they are go-
ing?” “What do you think is going to 
happen next?”  

 

Encourage your child to explore 
books 
¨ Put sturdy books in a place where 

your child can see them and reach 
them.  

¨ Allow your child to hold the book, 
turn the pages, look through the 
holes, and lift the flaps.  
 

Make photograph books for your child 
¨ Use small photo album(4x6). 
¨ Use pictures of your child, your fam-

ily, and other things that are impor-
tant to your child.  

 

Read your child’s favorite books 
again and again! 
Suggested Books for Infants and Tod-
dlers   
¨ Board books 
¨ Cloth books 
¨ Touch-and-feel books 
¨ Bathtub books 
¨ Interactive books 
¨ Nursery rhyme, song, and poetry 

books 
¨ Books with predictable patterns 
¨ Books with repeated text  
¨ Books with pictures that support text  
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Strategies to Support Early Literacy for Infants an d Toddlers 
The following activities for infants and toddlers w ill support  

Oral Language Development, Vocabulary and Concept D evelopment,  
Comprehension, and Book Awareness. 
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For some time now, students wishing to 
earn a high school diploma in Louisiana 
must receive curriculum instruction in 
typical classrooms from regular educa-
tion teachers, earn 23 Carnegie Units by 
taking all required college prep courses, 
and passing the Graduation Exit Exam 
(GEE).  Special education teachers do 
not have the required credentials to 
teach the required coursework needed 
to earn Carnegie Units and a diploma. 
High school students with disabilities 
and IEPs, educated in segregated 
classes that serve only students with 
disabilities, taught only by a special edu-
cator are NOT earning Carnegie Units 
and will NOT receive a high school di-
ploma. The curriculum required to earn a 
diploma in Louisiana has focused solely 
on preparing a student for college. Some 
students, with and without disabilities, 
who did not want to attend college have 
dropped out of high school once they 
realized that they were going to have to 
get a GED, even after attending high 
school. There have also been some stu-
dents, whose disabilities make them 

eligible for support through an IEP, who 
have been able to earn a high school 
diploma, even though college prep was 
the only diploma option. Some did this 

by staying in 
high school 
for 6 years, 
instead of 4, 
as IDEA al-
lows students 
served 
through IEPs 
to attend 
school until 
age 21. This 
allowed them 
to retake 
failed classes 

or take fewer classes each semester 
and spend extra time in resource rooms 
or study classes getting extra support 
with school and homework. They were 
included in regular classes with non dis-
abled students and taught by regular 
educators. They may have taken the 
GEE many times, banking the scores of 
the pieces they passed and retaking 

only the parts they failed until all parts 
were passed. Then there are the stu-
dents who are supported by an IEP and 
who were not able to take courses that 
would earn Carnegie Units.  They may 
have left school with a Certificate of 
Achievement.  The Certificate of 
Achievement is an exit document issued 
to a student with a disability after he or 
she has achieved certain competencies 
and has met certain conditions.  Refer to 
Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the Imple-
mentation of the Children with Excep-
tionalities Act.  Students receiving certifi-
cates and those who stay in high school 
but receive no form at all to signify their 
achievements should know that currently 
in Louisiana it is up to the high school 
principal whether or not you will be al-
lowed to participate in exiting celebra-
tions or to “walk the stage” during 
graduation ceremonies. 
 
The state Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education or BESE makes the 
decisions about requirements for earn-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Quickwrites and quickdraws are strategies used to 
activate students’ prior knowledge about a topic 
through writing or drawing. It was originally called 
freewriting and popularized by Peter Elbow as a way 
to help students explore and develop their creativity. 
 
Students use quickwrites and quickdraws in literature 
focus units, reading-writing workshops and thematic 
units.  Quickwrites and quickdraws can be used indi-
vidually in kindergarten through eighth grade.  They 
are used to respond to literature, or for other types of 
writing.  In these quickwrites students reflect on a 
topic or theme, relate the idea to other things, make 
connections and develop ideas.  Quickdraws are used 
in relation with the quickwrites.  Quickdraws are used 
by younger students who can not write.  They can 
also be used with quickwrites to express what the stu-
dents are trying to say.  It is important if words are 
spelled incorrectly or if the grammar is not correct.  
These quickwrites and quickdraws are for expressing 
ideas.  Focusing on mechanics does not allow the 
students to freely express their thoughts.   
 
An example of this strategy would be for the teacher 
to read a story to the class.  Then the students could 
write or draw their feelings and thoughts of the story.  
The students could write/draw about a connection 
with themselves and the book, reflect on a favorite 
character or part, or write about something they have 
learned from the book.  When the students are fin-

ished with their quick-
writes and quickdraws, 
they should share them 
with the rest of the class or in small groups. 
As stated in the book 50 Literacy Strategies: Step by 
Step by Gail E. Thompkins, quickwrites and quick-
draws can be used in the following ways...  
  

¨ as an entry for reading logs 
¨ to define or explain a word on the word wall 
¨ on the theme of a story 
¨ about a favorite character 
¨ comparing book and film versions of a story 
¨ about a favorite book during an author study 
¨ about the characteristics of a literary genre 
¨ about the project the student is creating 
 
Students can use quickwrites and quickdraws for 
theme studies by comparing and contrasting different 
topics.  They can also be used before and after read-
ing or discussion periods making them a versatile and 
valuable learning tool. 
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LITERACY STRATEGY  
QUICKWRITES & QUICKDRAWS   
By Valerie Balser 

Feb. 10. 2009 - Accessibility with Word  
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will teach participants how to edit toolbars, 
create a picture autotext toolbar, get a word count, create 
tables and forms, and use the auto correct features of MS 
Word to support student writing.  They will also learn about 
a new add on feature that allows MS Word to talk and high-
light the spoken word. 
 
Feb. 12, 2009 - Integration of AT into the Classroo m  
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will provide teachers with information on 
adapting their curriculum to provide access for ALL  
learning styles and abilities.  We will go through several 
elementary, middle and high school lessons and demon-
strate how to adapt certain activities. 
 

Mar. 10, 2009 - Don't Break the Bank with  
Accessibility 
Presenters: Edwards & Stapler 
Overview of free software programs that can be used with 
all students. 
 
Mar. 12, 2008 - Computer Access 
Presenters:  Edwards & Stapler 
This training will address a variety of access technologies, 
as well as implementation, indications for use, and strate-
gies.  Participants will gain knowledge in major approaches 
for computer access, operating system features that affect 
access. 
 

Assistive Technology (Continued from page 3) 
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BATON ROUGE -- Restoring millions 
of public education dollars eliminated 
from the budget by the House is criti-
cal to moving Louisiana off the bot-
tom of national rankings, Superinten-
dent of Education Paul Pastorek told 
a Senate committee Thursday.  
 
At the top of Pastorek's priority list is 
$14 million for a new "literacy and 
numeracy" initiative that is designed 
to have 95 percent of public school 
students reading by the fourth grade. 
Louisiana recently ranked 50th in 
literacy on the National Assessment 
of Education Progress.  
 
Alabama, which has economic and 
racial demographics similar to Louisi-
ana, is spending $64 million on liter-
acy in the current budget year and 
ranks 35th in the assessment.  
 
Pastorek cited Maryland, West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky and Georgia as other 
Southern states that are investing 
more money in education than Lou-
isiana. "All of these states are leav-
ing us behind because of signifi-
cantly higher investment in educa-
tion," he said.  
 

The state superintendent asked the 
Senate Finance Committee to add 
more than $50 million to the educa-
tion budget. That amount includes 
$4.5 million to establish two alterna-
tive schools for children who have 
been suspended or expelled from 
their regular schools, and $2.5 mil-
lion to restore and expand the LA-4 
pre-kindergarten program cut by the 
House.  
 
The education cuts were part of 
more than $200 million in state and 
federal money eliminated by the 
House Appropriations Committee 
earlier this month, most of it targeted 
at health-care and education pro-
grams. Gov. Bobby Jindal's admini-
stration is pushing to have much of 
that money restored as the budget 
bill comes up for review in the upper 
chamber.  
 
House leaders have said the cuts 
were needed to end the state's reli-
ance on "one time" money to bal-
ance its operating budget. But Pas-
torek's plea found a more sympa-
thetic audience in the Senate com-
mittee.  
 

"It just puzzles me . . . why they felt 
these were not laudable (initiatives)," 
said Sen. John Alario, D-Westwego.  
As it came to the Senate Finance 
Committee, the $30 billion budget bill 
includes an $80 million boost for the 
Minimum Foundation Program, the 
financing formula for public schools, 
plus $55 million to keep teacher pay 
at the Southern regional average.  
 
The average public school teacher 
would see a $1,019 raise as the 
budget currently stands.  
The Senate Finance Committee is 
reviewing the budget bill, House Bill 
1 by Rep. Jim Fannin, D-Jonesboro, 
and is expected to make numerous 
changes next month. The budget bill 
for the fiscal year that starts July 1 
must pass before legislators adjourn 
June 23.  
. . . . . . .  
Jan Moller can be reached at 
jmoller@timespicayune.com or (225) 
342-5207.  
 
© 2008 The Times-Picayune Pub-
lishing Co.  All rights reserved.  
Used with permission of The 
Times-Picayune. 

House cut millions from budget bill   
Friday, May 30, 2008  
By Jan Moller 
Capital bureau   

ing a diploma.  Louisiana voters elect 8 members, 
each representing a district of the state and the 
Governor appoints 3 additional at large members. 
You can learn who your BESE member are by visit-
ing http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/index.html and 
clicking on the tab that says “BESE.”  You will also 
find information on graduation requirements there. 
The state BESE has decided that incoming fresh-
men in 2008-2009 and beyond will now need to 
earn 24 Carnegie Units and pass the Graduation Exit Exam 
(GEE) to earn a Louisiana High School Diploma.  Those wish-
ing to exit high school with a diploma will have to decide on 
either (a) the Louisiana Core Curriculum or (b) the Louisiana 
Core 4 Curriculum.  All freshmen will automatically be en-
rolled in the Louisiana Core 4 but after 10th grade can decide 

to change.  If they select the Louisiana Core Curricu-
lum the students must earn 16 required units and 8 
elective units.  Under the Louisiana Core 4 Curricu-
lum 21 required units and 3 elective units must be 
earned.  Elective units can also be earned at techni-
cal colleges as provided in §2389.  Students can get 
an academic endorsement or a vocational endorse-
ment.  More information on the classes required to 
earn the units, the curriculums, and the GEE re-
quirements is available at the Louisiana Department 
of Education website and through LaPTIC. 

 
While BESE has put in place new standards, parents and 
advocates concerns grow about meeting the needs of all stu-
dents, with and without disabilities.  In response to these con-
cerns, BESE agreed to convene an Alternate Diploma Op-

Louisiana Diploma’s (Continued from page 7) 
 

(Continued on page 14) 



Exceptional Times Page 10 Summer 2008 

 

about a child or family or request information about a child 
or family we will only do so once we have a signed consent 
form. 
 
Do organize your child’s records and provide the Ed u-
cational Advocate with the most recent up-to-date e du-
cational records.  If you can not locate any records ask 
the advocate for support in learning how you can get cop-
ies and establish a method of recordkeeping for the future. 
 
Whose Who?  Do try to meet informally and individually 
with others who will be in your meeting prior to the official 
meeting date. It is difficult to collaborate equally in decision 
making meetings if you have never met the other partici-
pants.  Parents or professionals, despite very busy days, 
should try to reach out to other future team members to try 
to establish a more collaborative, and negotiable environ-
ment before the official meetings. 
 
Evaluations and Assessments.  Parents, 
in particular, benefit from reviewing any 
evaluations and assessment results before 
the meeting. This will help them have time 
to better understand the information which 
will be the building block for the develop-
ment of goals, which will in turn determine 
what services will be provided and where. 
It is difficult for any parent to make good 
decisions if they are having an emotional response to the 
reports of findings or bewildered by the language and 
meaning. If the professional will not share this information 
with the child’s most important and consistent decision 
makers then the professionals should be prepared to have 
two separate meetings. In the first meeting the team will 
review the evaluation and assessments results. The sec-
ond meeting, held on another date, the team would deter-
mine goals based on the evaluations and agree on the 
needed services and educational setting that support the 
child to reach those goals. 
 
At the early intervention or school district educational meet-
ing: 
Bring a list of wishes and concerns.   Do go to the early 
intervention or educational meeting with a checklist or sug-
gestions or concerns to discuss. 
 
Be punctual and courteous. Do your best to be on time 
and model the kind of courtesy and respect that you’d like 
your team members to provide you. 
 
After the early intervention or educational meeting: 
Update your Educational Advocate.  If the LaPTIC Edu-
cational Advocate was not a meeting participant do contact 
them to share what happened at the meeting. 
 
 

Follow up.  Review your notes to help you recall if you 
were assigned any tasks to complete. If so, do what was 
assigned promptly. 
 
Mark your calendar.  Identify dates throughout the year to 
check in with the early intervention service coordinator or 
the educator to learn what data has been collected and 
whether or not the child is achieving the agreed upon 
goals. Decide if the check-ins will be every 6 weeks, every 
2 months, or once a quarter. The whole team doesn’t need 
to get together.  You just need information about progress 
or lack of progress. You don’t want a whole year to go by 
without making any progress. If there is consistently no pro-
gress then the team may need to reconvene to determine if 
a different approach or different goals are needed. 
 
Praise your partners.  Consider sending thank you notes 
to team members describing any successes and noting 
how you look forward to working together in the future. 

 
When all else fails.  If you’ve educated 
yourself, prepared for your role, made your 
requests up the chain of command, moni-
tored for progress, and still your child is not 
receiving the agreed upon services, then 
please call on us again. We’ll review with 
you the possibility of calling for Mediation, 
Due Process, or filing a complaint with the 
regional or state EarlySteps Administration 
for early intervention services. If the stu-

dent has an IEP we’ll help you first consider if you’ve com-
municated your concerns and requests in writing up the 
chain of command, including the district Special Education 
Supervisor or Director. We’ll inform you of the various com-
plaint procedures. For educational issues we’ll provide in-
formation and support as you determine whether to call for 
a state IEP facilitator; request a Mediator; file a complaint 
with the Louisiana Department of Education; file for a Due 
Process Hearing or ask the regional Office for Civil Rights 
in Dallas, Texas to investigate to determine if your child has 
been discriminated against because he has a disability. 
 
If the student with a disability is supported by a Individual-
ized Accommodation Plan, the local city or parish school 
district should have designated a Section 504 Coordinator, 
a complaint could be filed with the Louisiana Department of 
Education or a complaint that the student is being discrimi-
nated against as a person with a disability could be filed 
with the Office for Civil Rights. 
 
We’re here to help!  The Louisiana Parent Training & Infor-
mation Center is a statewide resource to support family 
members and professionals. I hope that you’ll find these 
suggestions useful and that you’ll call on us whenever you 
need us, wherever you are in Louisiana. 

� � ���� � � � � � �������������  

LaPTIC Advocates (Continued from page 5) 
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Tuesday  
September 23, 2008  
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Registration at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Christus Shumpert Health 

System Auditorium 
1 St. Mary Place 

Shreveport, LA  71101 
 

In collaboration with  
Families Helping Families 
 of Northwest Louisiana 

Wednesday 
 September 24, 2008 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Registration at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Woman’s Foundation Inc. 
4630 Ambassador Caffrey 

Parkway 
Lafayette, LA  70508 

 
In collaboration with 

Families Helping Families  
of Acadiana 

Thursday 
September 25, 2008 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Registration at 8:30 a.m. 

 
St. Jerome  

Knights of Columbus  
3310 Florida Avenue 
Kenner, LA  70065 

 
In collaboration with  

Families Helping Families  
of Jefferson  

To register call Louisiana Parent Training and Information Center   
(504) 888-9111 or 800-766-7736 

Space is limited so registration is recommended. 

The Louisiana Parent Training  
and Information Center  

 in collaboration with the  

Louisiana Department of Education  
Present: 

Literacy is a road we  
can all travel on! 

Debra Dixon 
 Louisiana Department of  

Education  
 

Ms. Dixon will bring us  
up-to-date on the literacy 

initiatives going on through 
the Louisiana Department  

of Education. 

Nancy Steele 
National Consultant to the 

Louisiana Department  
of Education 

 

Ms. Steele will discuss  
literacy strategies for  

students with developmental 
disabilities. 

Hear what’s happening in your district! 
Area school district teams will present on literacy initiatives and strategies that  

are being implemented at the local level. 
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Summer Activities Make & Take 
Workshop :  Leave with the tools to 
help school staff get to know your 
child better.  Activities include per-
sonalized flyers, newsletters, and a 
brag book. 
 
July 9, 2007  
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges St., Lake Charles 
To register call:  Mylinda Elliott at 
(337) 436-2570 
 
July 24, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of Greater 
Baton Rouge 
778 Chevelle Dr., Baton Rouge 
To register call:  Summer Mizell at 
(225) 216-7474 
 
July 26, 2008  
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Southeast Louisiana 
4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 
To register call:  Donnica Conway-
Strawder at (504) 943-0343 
 
Family Activity Day: Parents 
bring your children to laugh and learn 
about IDEA, IEP, Accommodations 
and Self-Advocacy. We will have 
group games of your and your child’s 
rights and responsibilities.  
 
July 19, 2008  
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Acadiana 
510 West University Ave., Lafayette 
To register call:  Valerie Balser at 
(337) 984-3458 
 
The 3 R’s of Advocacy-Rights, 
Responsibilities, & Record-
keeping:   Come gain knowledge on 
the “basics” you need to know to be-
come a full participant in your child’s 
educational planning. 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Acadiana 
510 West University Ave., Lafayette 
To register call:  Valerie Balser at 
(337) 984-3458 
 
12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Southeast Louisiana 
4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 
To register call:  Donnica Conway-
Strawder at (504) 943-0343 
 
August 16, 2008  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm 
Eastbank Regional Library 
4747 W. Napoleon Ave., Metairie 
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 
 
August 23, 2008    
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon   
John the Baptist Regional Library 
2920 Hwy. 51, LaPlace, 
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 
 
August 28, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Genealogy Library 
411 Pujo St., Lake Charles   
To register call:  Mylinda Elliott at 
(337) 436-2570 
 
September 13, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
West Regional Library 
105 Lakewood Dr., Luling 
To register call:  Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at 
(504) 888-9111 
 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of  
Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges St., Lake Charles 
To register call:  Mylinda Elliott at  
(337) 436-2570 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Training Events July - September 2008 

July 12, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of  
Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges St., Lake Charles 
To register call:  Mylinda Elliott at 
(337) 436-2570 
 
10:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
St. Charles Parish Westbank  
Regional Library  
105 Lakewood Dr., Luling  
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 
 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of Greater 
Baton Rouge 
778 Chevelle Dr., Baton Rouge 
To register call:  Summer Mizell at 
(225) 216-7474 
 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Acadiana 
510 West University Ave., Lafayette   
To register call:  Valerie Balser at 
(337) 984-3458 
 
July 19, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of  
Jefferson 
201 Evans Road, Bldg. 1, Ste.100 
Harahan, LA 
To register call:  FHF of Jefferson at 
(504) 888-9111 
 
August 9, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Families Helping Families of  
Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges St., Lake Charles  
To register call:  Mylinda Elliott at 
(337) 436-2570 
 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Ascension Parish 
Call for details:  Summer Mizell at 
(225) 216-7474 
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10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Families Helping Families of  
Acadiana 
510 West University Ave., Lafayette   
To register call:  Valerie Balser at 
(337) 984-3458 
 
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of 
Southeast Louisiana 
4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 
To register call:  Donnica Conway-
Strawder at (504) 943-0343 
 
September 27, 2008  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Westwego Library 
635 Fourth St., Westwego 
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 

The Who? What? When? Where? 
and How? of Discipline Under 
IDEA:  The speaker will present an 
overview of IDEA 2004’s policy 
changes to provisions on discipline, 
including manifestation determination, 
stay put, student code of conduct, and 
interim alternative educational set-
tings. 
 
July 16, 2008  
9:00 am - 11:00 am 
Westwego Library 
635 Fourth St., Westwego 
Presenter will be Ms. Barbara  
Ballard, LA Department of Education 
Staff Attorney 
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 
 
 
 

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.    
St. John the Baptist Regional  
Library 
2920 Hwy. 51, LaPlace 
Presenter will be Ms. Barbara  
Ballard, LA Department of Education 
Staff Attorney  
To register call: Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson at  
(504) 888-9111 
 

 

The 3 R’s of Advocacy  
(Continued from page 12) 

July 2008 
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LaPTIC Online Calendar of Events 

7/1/08   
1 p - 2 p & 8 p - 9 p  
Free Resources:  
Teachers & Parents 
 

7/8/08   
8:30 p - 10:30 p  
BESE + Diploma 
Options (LaTEACH & 
LaPTIC update on 
High School Redes-
ign) 
 

7/14/08   
12:30 p - 1:30 p &  
8:30 p - 10 p   
Baby Talk:  Early 
Intervention Services 
& Supports 
 

7/16/08   
12:30 p - 1:30 p &  
8 p - 9 p 
Policy & Your Baby:  
RICC & SICC 
 

7/17/08  
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
Preschool IEP 
 

7/18/08  
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
IEP Prep 
 

7/25/08 10 a - Noon 
Positive Behavior 
Support (PBS) 
 

7/28/08  
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
Louisiana Diploma  
Options Policy Update 
 

7/30/08  
12:30 p - 1:30 p & 
8:30 p - 9:30 p   
High School Transi-
tion:  Plan Now! 
 

7/31/08  
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
Resources:  Teachers 
& Parents 

August 2008  
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LaPTIC Online Calendar of Events 

8/1/08 10 a - Noon   
Policy & Your Baby With a Disability:    
What you Should Know! 
 

8/8/08  12:30 p - 1:30  p   
Plan Now for Adulthood 
 

8/9/08 10 a - Noon   
Basic Rights 
 

8/11/08  12:30 p - 1:30 p   
Louisiana Diploma Options Policy 
 

8/14/08  12:30 p - 1:30 p   
Baby Policies:  SICC Report 
 

8/15/08  10 a - 11 a   
Services for Baby & You:  IFSP’s 
 

8/21/08  8:30 p - 9:30 p   
BESE Report:  Education Policies 
 

8/22/08  12:30 p - 1:30 p   
High School Transition:  Plan Now! 
 

8/29/08  12:30 p - 1:30 p   
Preschool IEP 

September 2008 
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LaPTIC Online Calendar of Events 

9/4/08   
8:30 p - 9:30 p   
Be IEP Ready 
 

9/5/08   
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
Preschool IEP 
 

9/8/08  8 p - 9:30 p   
LEAP/GEE Testing & 
Accommodations  
Part 1 
 

9/10/08   
12:30 p - 1:30 p   
Basic Rights 
 

9/11/08  8 p - 9:30 p   
LEAP/GEE Testing & 
Accommodations  
Part 2 
 

9/15/08   
8:30 p - 9:30 p   
High School Transi-
tion 

9/22/08   
12:30 p - 1:30 p  
BESE Update:   
Education Policies 
 

9/26/08   
10:00 a - 11:30 a  
Students in IEP’s 
 

9/29/08   
8:30 p - 9:30 p   
BESE Ed Policies on 
Diplomas 
 

9/30/08   
8:30 p - 9:30 p   
Baby Talk:  Services 
& IFSP’s 
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It’s that time of year again. For most peo-
ple it’s the end of school; tasks of scurry-
ing to find summer camps and activities 
for the little ones and the not so little ones, 
reflecting on this past school year, and 
preparing for the next.  
 
Well for me it’s time to thank the 4th grad-
ers at John Dibert Elementary.  Our little 
LEAP takers have shown that school is 
more than standardized test, 90 minute 
reading blocks, and after school tutoring. 
They have shown us that school is where 
we learn how the world is made, from our 
favorite teachers and our first real friends; 
friends of various ages and abilities.  

 
You see Shawn, my vicarious ten year old has au-
tism and to his classmates autism is a word they’ll 
probably never fully understand.  But what they do 
know is that Shawn is their friend they invite to birth-
day parties, to sit at the lunch table, to copy off his 
class work, and well to be a 4th grader, their friend. 
 
They cheer his accomplishments, however small, 
and encourage him to do better. They understand his 
“quirks” and do what they can to calm him and make 

him as comfortable as possible. They explain to oth-
ers who Shawn is and why he does what he does, 
and sometimes come to his defense. They exhibit 
tolerance and patience.  
 
Shawn shows his appreciation to them by flashing 
that wide mischievous smile and greeting them with 
handshakes and hugs.  Well I would like to show my 
appreciation and thanks by putting into print my great 
admiration for you guys by showing us adults what 
can be accomplished when we put our differences 
aside and learn from one another.  Showing us there 
is no harm in working together and playing together 
in an inclusive environment without fear.   
 
Thank you fourth grade class at John Dibert Elemen-
tary!!!  Have a safe and fun-filled summer!!!  

Shawn’s Mom  
Donnica Conway-Strawder 

 
 

Donnica Conway-Strawder 
and her son Shawn. 

 

Donnica is an  
Education  

Advocate at the  
Louisiana Parent Training 

and Information Center 

tions Task Force. 
The Task Force 
recommended 
alternative paths 
to a diploma. 
These recommen-
dations have not 
been approved yet.  One recommenda-
tion concerns LAA2, the 2nd LEAP Alter-
nate Assessment, as an exit exam and 
diploma path. Students would have to 
obtain 24 Carnegie units of study and 
score Approaching Basic or higher on 
the LAA2 exit exam. They would not 
have to take the GEE.  LAA2 would be 
their exit exam.  Another recommenda-
tion is the creation of the Occupational 
diploma.  Students would have to earn 
24 Carnegie units of study.  They will be 
in regular education classes for all core 
subjects.  The big difference will be that 

students on this path will only be tested 
on GLE's (grade level expectations) that 
have been defined as having an occupa-
tional focus.  Students on this diploma 
path must use 2 electives that are Ca-
reer/Tech focus, 2 that are for coordi-
nated studies, and 2 regarding transi-
tion.  Students on this path must take all 
parts of the GEE.  If they fail the GEE it 
would be an IEP team decision if they 
must retake it.  Students would complete 
270 hours of employment to meet the 
requirements of this diploma. 
 
The High School Redesign Commission 
heard a report on the Alternate Diploma 
Options Task Force recommendations at 
a June 2008 meeting.  The Commission 
recognized the importance of the topic 
and determined that more information 
and discussion was needed.  This will be 
on the agenda of the next Commission 
meeting.  Those who are concerned 

about the high drop out rate and low 
graduation rate may wish to express 
their concerns to their BESE member. 
 
Louisiana Together for the Education of 
ALL Children was involved in requesting 
the creation of the Alternate Diploma 
Options Task Force and has kept La-
TEACH members updated on BESE and 
high school diploma options.  Interested 
parties can contact LaTEACH at 
www.fhfswla.org or 800-894-6558.  For 
more information on transition and high 
school options for students with disabili-
ties, please call us at the Louisiana Par-
ent Training and Information Center at 
(504) 888-9111 or  800-766-7736.  Reg-
ister for LaPTIC online 
classes on transition and 
diploma options 
www.laptic.org. 

Louisiana Diploma’s 
(Continued from page 9) 
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The following Bills that will affect children 
and adults with disabilities were intro-
duced in the 2008 Regular Session of 
the State of Louisiana.  In this list you 
can find the Bill number, Abstract, and 
status as of June 6, 2008.  You can view 
the Bill and its current status at http://
www.legis.state.la.us/
archive/08rs/08rs.htm or call the Public 
Update Legislative Services Line 
(PULS Line), at 342-2456 in the Baton 
Rouge area or toll free (Louisiana only) 
800-256-3793 outside Baton Rouge.  
TTY contact telephone numbers are 
(225) 219-4688 in Baton Rouge and 
(888) 850-6489 statewide.  Legislative 
staff will answer your questions about 
bills on various topics, direct you to the 
proper place for committee information, 
explain aspects of the legislative proc-
ess, and more.  PULS Line is operated 
jointly by the House and the Senate with 
additional staffing and phone lines. 
 

HB1 - State Appropriations .  Being 
heard by the Senate Finance Committee 
on 6/6/08. 
Add Language amendment to HB1 that 

says “3,000 New Opportunities 
Waiver (NOW) slots will be phased-
in during FY2008-09.”  Status:  As of 
6/6/08, a language amendment has 
not been added. 

Amendment to restore $1.1 million in the 
DHH budget for the Early Steps 
early intervention program for pro-
vider rate increases.  Status:  
Passed in the House and was being 
heard by the Senate Finance Com-
mittee on 6/6/08. 

$14.5 million for Ensuring Literacy for All 
Initiative – a pre-K through 4th-grade 
program aimed at having all Louisi-
ana students reading and writing at 
or above grade level.  Status:  Re-
moved by the House Appropriations 
Committee on May 18, 2008. 

 

HB 178 - Vaccine for Meningococcal 
Disease in School-Aged Children  - For 
the 2009-2010 school year and continu-
ing thereafter, requires students in public 
and nonpublic schools to be vaccinated 
against meningococcal disease as a con-
dition of entry into sixth grade (or, if 11 
years old but entering another grade, as 
a condition of entry into such grade).  

Also requires 11-year-olds in approved 
home study programs to be vaccinated 
against such disease.  Provides for ex-
ceptions.  Status:  Passed the Senate on 
6/5/08. 
 

HB 361 - Expulsions  – Provides that no 
student who has been expelled from any 
school for possessing weapons or drugs 
shall be admitted or readmitted to any 
public school until the student provides 
written documentation that he and his 
parent or legal guardian have partici-
pated in certain rehabilitation or counsel-
ing programs.  Status:  Signed by the 
President of the Senate on 6/5/08. 
 

HB 787 - Teacher Certification Testing  
– Exempts students with ADD or any 
learning disability who are in teacher 
education programs from having to take 
the examination required for teacher cer-
tification.  Status:  Assigned to the House 
Education Committee on 4/23/08 and 
has not been considered as of 6/6/08. 
 

HB 914 - Provides for use of New Op-
portunities Waiver Fund  - Specifies 
that monies in the New Opportunities 
Waiver Fund shall be used to support 
additional waiver slots and maintain sup-
port of such slots in subsequent years.  
Status:  Passed the House on 6/5/08.  
Moved to the Senate Finance Commit-
tee. 
 

HB 958 - Health Insurance Coverage 
for Autism  – Requires health insurance 
coverage of the diagnosis and treatment 
of autism spectrum disorders in individu-
als less than 17 years of age.  Makes 
such coverage subject to maximum 
benefits of $36,000 per year and 

$144,000 per lifetime.  Provides that the 
requirement for coverage shall not apply 
to any health coverage plan issued to an 
employer with 50 or fewer employees or 
to individual coverage.  Status:  Pending 
Senate final passage as of 6/6/08. 

 

HB 1053 - Education/Special  – Pro-
vides for comprehensive revision of the 
educational opportunities for children 
with exceptionalities provisions.   
Status: Pending Senate final passage 
as of 6/6/08. 
 

HB 1133 – Tardiness  – Provides for 
the circumstances under which a stu-
dent is considered habitually tardy. Re-
quires parents, tutors, and other per-
sons having charge of a student to en-
force the attendance of such student at 

school and provides that whoever vio-
lates such requirement shall be fined not 
more than $250 or imprisoned not more 
than 30 days, or both.  Status: Pending 
House final passage as of 6/6/08. 
 

HB 1323 - Parental Involvement in 
Schools  – Provides for parents and legal 
guardians to take leave from their em-
ployment for school-related activities.  
Status:  Was to be considered by the 
House Labor and Industrial Relations 
Committee on 5/14/08 but has not yet 
been considered as of 6/6/08. 
 

HB 1331 - Revocation on a Students 
Drivers License Due to School Ab-
sences .  Provides for the suspension of 
driver's licenses and the revocation of 
employment certificates of certain truant 
students.  Status:  Assigned to the Sen-
ate Education Committee on 6/3/08. 
 

HCR 100 - House Concurrent Resolution 
100 will request that BESE study the 
negative effects of high stakes testing, 
including LEAP and the GEE, on the 
state's students, including but not limited 
to negative impacts on student dropout, 
retention, and attendance rates, and to 
submit a written report of findings to the 
House and Senate education committees 
prior to the beginning of the 2009 Regu-
lar Session.  Status:  Passed the House 
on 5/27/08.  Assigned to the Senate 
Education Committee. 
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“ I t’s Who We Are... I t ’s What We Do”  

We’re on the web! 
www.laptic.org 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

P A I D 
New Orleans, LA 
Permit No. 1787 

Please help us increase our mailing list .  Share this form with parents, teachers, service providers, consumers, advocates, and 
others who will benefit from our publication. 
Please help us reduce our mailing costs .  If you no longer wish to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter, please check the ap-
propriate statement below, attach your mailing label and return, or call us at 1-800-766-7736. 
Visit our website www.laptic.org  to sign up to receive our newsletter by email or check the appropriate statement below. 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM  
 
  No,   I do not want to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter.  Please remove my name from the mailing list. 
  Yes, I want to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter by mail. 
  Yes, I would like to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter through e-mail. 
 
NAME  
ADDRESS                 CITY   
 
STATE/ZIP                    PARISH   
PHONE NO. (     )                        EMAIL   

 
Child/Student Birth date ___________    Child/Student Disability_______________ 

Please check which applies: _____ Parent  ____ Student  ____ Professional  
** Professionals, please submit a $10.00 subscription fee (payable to FHF of Jefferson) 

Return this form to: LOUISIANA Parent Training and Information Center, 201 Evans Road, Bldg. 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, LA  70123; Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 

 
This newsletter is sponsored by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Grant # H328M000024-01).  Opinions 

contained herein do not necessarily represent those of the funding source, and no endorsement should be inferred. 

NOTE:  LOUISIANA Parent Training and Information Center do es not endorse or recommend products, services or  
resources and assumes no liability for the use or c ontents of any product, service or resource mention ed in this  
newsletter.  The information provided herein is int ended for educational, informational, and advocacy purposes only and 
is not intended to substitute for legal advice.  
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